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Thiophosphoric acid esters such as 1 and 4, pesticides with
an annual world production of hundred thousands of tons, are
strong pollutants and their accumulation in the environment is
a recognized ecological threat.'! Some neurotoxins and
V-type chemical warfare agents are chemically similar, and
a potential danger is emerging from their aging stockpiles.?!
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Needless to say, creation of “green” catalytic processes for
degradation of thiophosphoric acid esters is an urgent task of
contemporary chemical technology and biotechnology. Sig-
nificant progress has recently been made by the use of
organophosphate hydrolases (OPH), a class of metal-depend-
ent enzymes whose vital virtue is in the detoxification of
organophosphoric species by reaction (1).F1 These enzymes

RRP(=X)Z+H,0 ——— RR'P(=X)OH + HZ )

are superior to their low molecular weight analogues in terms
of catalyst specificity and activity, but the latter are often also
efficient, more stable, and less subject to inactivation.
Chemical catalysts with the features of enzyme active sites
are believed to be particularly promising.*!

Recently, we introduced orthometalated complexes of Pd"
and Pt as mimetics of metal-dependent esterases. The
catalysts display regio- and stereoselectivity as well as
reasonable rate accelerations at neutral pH values.”] How-
ever, the rates of hydrolysis of amino acid esters were not very
striking, although the catalysts had features typical of metal-
lohydrolases.”® It could be argued that a square-planar metal
configuration, which is not reported in enzymes, is less
favorable for catalysis, and that Pd" and Pt" are “soft” acids
which require “softer” bases for efficient catalysis. The
thiophosphoric acid esters 1-5 are examples of such bases,
and therefore metallacycles 6 and 7 (dmso = dimethyl sulf-
oxide, py =pyridine) have been tested as catalysts for the
hydrolysis of pesticides 1-5. Here we show that 6 and 71 as
well as the PtV complex 8 are excellent catalysts for the
degradation of thiophosphate pesticides and neurotoxins.

Parathion (1) is spontaneously hydrolyzed at pH 8.5 at an
immeasurably slow rate. Addition of a catalytic amount of the
Pt"! complex 6a enhances the rate of hydrolysis of 1 (by
reaction (1)), which proceeds to completion and follows first-
order kinetics. Methyl parathion (2) and coumaphos (4)
behave similarly (Figure 1). No intercept is observed in the
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Figure 1. Dependencies of kg, for the hydrolysis of parathion (1, e),
methyl parathion (2, m), and coumaphos (4, o) catalyzed by Pt!! complex 6a
at different concentrations. Conditions: [ester] =1 x 10~*m, 0.005M Na,.
B,0O,/NaOH buffer, pH 8.5, 0.01m NaClOy, 25°C.

plot of the observed rate constant versus the concentration of
6a, indicating good catalysis according to the rate law (2).

ks = k,[catalyst] 2)
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Table 1. Observed second-order rate constants k, [M~'s”!] for the catalyzed
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Kinetic data were obtained for all the esters 1-5 in
combination with complex 6a, and for parathion (1) with
complexes 6—8. The rate law (2) holds throughout. The values

Ri M R VA
6a Pt H dmso
6b Pt MeO dmso
6c Pt Me dmso
Z_’\IA_ N iy 6d Pt F dmso
al 6e Pt (1 dmso
6f Pt H Py
7 Pd H Y
ge
Cl—/'FI’t— N\OH 8
MeS |

of k, are summarized in Table 1; the rates of the hydroxide-
catalyzed hydrolysis of several esters were also measured at
0.001-1.0m NaOH, and the k, values are included for
comparison. The catalytic activity of 6 in the hydrolysis of 1

hydrolysis of phosphoric acid triesters 1-5.12

Catalyst Ester
1 2 3 4 5
6a 31017 175+7 102+0.1 141+5 27.8+03
6b 914 +21
6¢ 773 £29
6d 429 +8
6e 452+17
6f 230+8
7 54+3
8 10.9+0.4
OH~ (9.5£0.6) x107°  (2.6+£0.4)x10* 7.5 x 10720

[a] Conditions: pH 8.5, 25°C, 0.01m NaClO,. [b] Reference [3].

is 10°—107 times higher than that of hydroxide. Assuming that
only the OH-catalyzed pathway is operative in the absence
of a metal catalyst at pH 8.0, the metal-catalyzed hydrolysis is
10° times more efficient than the spontaneous reaction for a
6b concentration as low as 10~*m! This is in fact a significant
number. In other systems where the hydrolysis of nitrophenyl
phosphates catalyzed by biomimetically relevant transition
metal catalysts was investigated,®! the catalytic effects were
usually in the range of 10*-10°%. However, these estimates
should be treated with care, since they often refer to the
promoted hydrolysis rather than the catalyzed reaction, and
the kinetic data are sometimes not used carefully enough. For
example, the estimate of 10" reported by Williams et al.
corresponds to the promoted cleavage of 4-nitrophenyl
methyl phosphate coordinated to a dinuclear Co'' complex.[!

A comparison of the catalytic activity of complexes 6 and
OPH in the hydrolysis of 1 shows that the low molecular
weight catalyst is fairly competitive, although OPH is a very
reactive enzyme (k. =600s! and Ky =2.8 x 10~*m).Pl Re-
calculation for a gram of catalyst provides k, ~ 1 and k,/Ky ~
60 g~'s~!, which nicely advertises for the Pt catalysts taking
into account that the rate of the enzymatic reaction levels off
at high concentrations of 1.

3248
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The data in Table 1 are indicative of several remarkable
features. First, the catalysis of paraoxon (3) hydrolysis by 6a is
30 times less efficient than that of parathion (1) hydrolysis.
Thus, a soft sulfur donor center is more favorable than the
harder oxygen. Interestingly, the base hydrolysis of paraoxon
is about 1000 times faster than that of parathion. Second, the
square-planar Pt complexes 6 are 30-fold more catalytically
active than the structurally similar octahedral Pt'V species 8,
presumably due to steric effects imposed by a more crowded
coordination sphere. Third, the catalytic activity of 6 can be
increased threefold by introducing substituents at the benzene
ring of the cyclometalated ligand. Remarkably, both electron-
donating and electron-withdrawing groups favor the catalysis.
Fourth, comparison of the “twin” Pt"" and Pd" complexes 6 f
and 7 shows that the former is about five times more
catalytically active. The hard-soft principle seems to hold
here as well.

The hydrolysis of 1 catalyzed by 6a is pH-dependent in the
range 6—10 (Figure 2). The profile suggests two catalytically

350 ,

300

250 1
kyInts

150 A

100 A

50

6 7 8 9 10
pH ———

Figure 2. The pH profile for 6a-catalyzed hydrolysis of parathion (1).
Conditions: [1]=1 x 10*M, 0.01m NaClO,, 25°C. The buffer components
were 0.005M Na,B,0; (pH 8-10) and 5,5-diethylbarbituric acid (pH
6-7.8).

active species. Fitting the data to Equation (3) leads to the
rate constants kay=40+20M s~ and k,=3404+20M's7,
and a K, value of (1.2+0.5) x 108m~! (pK,="7.9). As in our
previous work,['% the acid - base equilibrium is ascribed to the
deprotonation of the NOH group of the orthometalated
oxime, a key nucleophilic center in the reaction.

_ kAH[H+] + kA K;\

ky
H + K,

©)

It is well documented by us!'” and others!'] that the
coordinated halides trans to the o-bound phenyl carbon in 6 or
7 are rapidly and completely hydrolyzed in water. Therefore,
the reaction mechanism shown in Scheme 1 can be envi-
sioned. The esters form sulfur-bonded intermediates B with
aqua/hydroxo species A. Subsequently intramolecular nucle-
ophilc attack of the oximate oxygen at PV takes place.l'"l Thus,
Pd" or Pt" play a dual role in the catalysis. The metal centers
are binding sites for the substrate in close proximity to the
coordinated oxime, the pK, of which is substantially lowered
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Scheme 1. Plausible reaction mechanism for the hyrolyisis of 1-5 catalyzed by complexes 6 and 7.

due to coordination with the metal. As a result, a strong
nucleophile is generated at neutral pH values.

Coordination of the esters and the metals should also cause
an increase in the effective positive charge at PV, and thus
facilitate the intramolecular nucleophilic attack by the
oximate. The replacement of DMSO or pyridine ligands at
Pt'in 6 and 7 is unlikely since no characteristic bands for free
pyridine were observed in the UV/Vis spectrum of a mixture
of § and 7. The mechanism in Scheme 1 is supported by the
UV/Vis and 3P NMR study of the 6a-promoted hydrolysis of
neurotoxin demeton-S (5). The ¥P NMR resonance for intact
5 is at d =30.005 in aqueous 1 x 10~*m NaClO,. Addition of
6a generates a new signal at 0 = 0.655 for the reaction product
(EtO),P(=0)OH.[! Although the rate of hydrolysis of 5
increases tremendously in the presence of 6a, there is no true
catalysis and a stoichiometric amount of 6a is necessary.
Cleavage of 5 liberates the potentially good ligand
HSCH,CH,SEt, which on interaction with the Pt CN-
metallacycle blocks the substrate binding site, making intra-
molecular nucleophilic attack impossible.

In conclusion, cyclometalated Pt complexes efficiently
catalyze the degradation of thiophosphoric acid pesticides
(1-3). Comparison with related Pd! and Pt complexes
indicates that the Pt catalysts are more active and exhibit an
increased selectivity towards sulfur-containing triesters. It has
been previously noticed that Pd" complexes could be
promising catalysts in reaction (1).) Cycloplatinated com-
pounds with coordinated oxime could be used to create even
more specific and reactive catalysts.
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